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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The book Female Homosexuality was written by an American psychiatrist in 1954 as a scholarly 
text on the subject, subtitled “A Psychodynamic Study of Lesbianism”. It was submitted by 
Auckland Libraries for a reconsideration of its classification (made in 1972 by the Indecent 
Publications Tribunal). In a Bill of Rights framework, any restriction on freedom of expression is 
required to be reasonable, demonstrably justified and the minimum required to avoid injury to 
the public good. In this instance, the frankness of the book’s case histories and the high extent of 
sexual detail remain a concern. Moreover, the information contained in the book is almost 
entirely obsolete. The author’s negative approach to lesbian sex and sexual orientation, along with 
his outdated insistence that female homosexuality can be “cured”, is problematic. Young girls 
beginning to question or explore their sexuality may well be disturbed by the book’s negative 




messages if they have not been exposed to more recent information. 


The Classification Office concludes that the availability of the book Female Homosexuality to 
children or young teenagers is likely to be injurious to the public good. In any event, readers in 
the 21st century are more likely to be people with an academic interest in the history and 
sociology of the issues the book covers. Teenagers 16 years of age and over are likely to have 
gained a degree of maturity and experience that would enable them to use the book, without 
harm, for instance to explore the historical evolution of attitudes to lesbianism. 

The book Female Homosexuality is classified as objectionable except if the availability of the 
publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years. This restriction is the 
equivalent classification under the Films, Videos and Publications Classification Act to the 
classification given by the Indecent Publications Tribunal in 1972, “Indecent in the hands of 
persons under the age of 16 years”. 



